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Pic.1 Maasai Mara Wild Life Sanctuary, Kenya (Africa).  

Pic.2.  Chikport, Chikmangalur, Karnataka, India
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MISSION STATEMENT  

 

As the name indicates, i ts a proposal to connect 

various Districts in Karnataka by Air for not only the purpose of 

responsive & efficient governance  but also for Tourism  and  

Medical E mergencies . 

 

--------------------- SPAN 
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Pic.3. Wilson Aiport, N airobi, Kenya  
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PREFACE: - 

Gener ally, a ir connectivity evokes the thought of large           

Boeing / Airbus aircraft operating to/from large airports.  Any new 

town/city to be connected by air becomes a gargantuan exercise of 

acquiring hundreds of acres of land to make a conventional air port to 

land these aircraft.  

 It is interesting to note that, m ost of the times air connectivity 

required is limited to a few people (Ministers, Bureaucrats, 

Businessmen) who want to quickly visit a town/area and return to the 

major town the same day.  For  this the usage of small aircraft and 

helicopters may be more appropriate.  The operational areas required 

for these kind of flying machines is comparatively much lesser and 

they can be just air strips/helipads.  

In case of helicopters, c ost of hiring is Rs .1,00,000/ - per hour 

which is extremely high.   

So this project proposal is limited to small airplanes like 2 

seater and 4 seater who have very low operational costs.  

At present Karnataka has many airports/airstrips/aerodromes 

which can be made operationa l with minimum effort and expenditure 

to be operational to cater to these small aircraft/helicopters.   

By using existing infrastructure, we can have an extremely 

efficient system of air -transport of senior officers and Ministers to 

various Districts.  

 Honõble Ministers need to visit various Districts almost twice a 

week.  As on today, they travel either by road or rail.  Both are time 

consuming and roads happen to be dangerous.   

   Moreover the security of Ministers is a concern since each 

District Police  has to give them escort  and pilot where even they pass 

from, till they reach their destination.  It is not only risky but a 

substantial drain on resources - be it man -power or money.  
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Pic.4.  Two Seater Microlite at Chikport, Chikmangalur . 

Pic.5.  Two Seater M icrolite at Hasan Airfield, Bhuvanahalli, Karnataka.  
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TYPES OF SMALL AIRCRAFTS  

1.  Microlite Aircraft  
 

These aircrafts have typically two seats, less than half a 

tone in weight, can travel with speeds up to 120 -150 kms. per 

hour and can run on autom otive fuel (car petrol).  These can 

operate out of small prepared/semi prepared  airstrips.  They are 

ideal for local sight seeing/surveillance, travelling of one person 

for distances of up to 250 kms. etc.  

Availability of such aircraft at each of these ai r bases can    

provide multiple uses.  

1) Ministers and bureaucrats can use these for quick 

transportation to adjoining Districts. The operations of these 

aircrafts would also ensure the utilisation of 

airports/airstrips from where they are based.  

2) The local DC can use the aircraft for aerial surveillance of his 

jurisdiction for monitoring encroachments, aerial assessment 

during natural calamities etc.  

3) Tourists can have the facility of breathtaking aerial views of 

the local flora,  fauna and sights.  

Cost of th ese aircraft range from 20.00 lakhs to 35.00 lakhs 

(equal to a luxury car) . 

2.  Light Aircraft  
 

These aircrafts are in the weight category of above half a 

tone and within 5700 kgs. They can vary from 2 seats to up to 12 

seats, single/twin engine.  T hey can hav e speeds up to 450 kms per 

hour.  

At the lower end of the spectrum these aircrafts can be 

found with the Government Flying Training School, Jakkur, 

Bangalore (2 and 4 seater) and on the other end with corporates 

operating them for their top executives.  

These aircraft would require slightly larger runway lengths 

varying from 2500 feet to about 4500 feet.  
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Cost of these aircraft range  from 50.00 lakhs to 300 lakhs 

(3.00 Crores.)  

 
Pic.6.  Landing at Katchcha (UnPrepared) Airstrip at Masai Mara, Kenya  

Pic.7 . Boarding of passenger in a Ten Seater, Cesnna Caravan at Maasai Mara  


